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Red Flags for ASD

ing and responding to social interaction with

ind the clinician. He shares his interest in the
bubbles with his mom by looking at her, smiling, and showing
her the bubbles.

Ethan is not responding to social interaction with either his
mom or the clinician. Instead, he is overly focused on knocking
down and rolling the jar.

The ASD Video Glossary is a web-based tool designed to
help families and professionals learn more about the early
signs of autism spectrum disorder (ASD). This tool was
developed by the Florida State University Autism Institute
in collaboration with First Signs and Autism Speaks and
has been available to the public free of charge since 2007.

The ASD Video Glossary has been brought into the Au-
tism Navigator collection and updated both in content
based on the new DSM-5 diagnostic framework and in
technology for accessibility on mobile devices.
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Diagnostic Features Section

The ASD Video Glossary contains more than 100 video clips
illustrating the diagnostic features of ASD. Side-by-side video
clips show behaviors that are typical in contrast with those
that are red flags for autism. Whether you are a parent, family
member, friend, physician, clinician, childcare provider, or
educator, the glossary can help you see the subtle differences
between typical and delayed development in young children
and spot the early red flags for ASD. All of the children fea-
tured in the ASD Video Glossary as having red flags for ASD
are, in fact, diagnosed with ASD.

Please keep in mind, there are many presenting features as-
sociated with ASD that are depicted in the video clips. How-
ever, most children do not show all of the features all of the
time. Instead, many children have some of the features some
of the time. Awareness of these common presenting features
may help to heighten your index of suspicion. Individually,
they may not indicate a problem; however, in combination,
they may indicate a need to conduct a screening or a diagnos-
tic evaluation. Not all signs and features need be present for
ASD to be diagnosed. Please note: the ASD Video Glossary is
not a diagnostic tool.

Treatment Section

The Treatment section includes more than 100 video clips il-
lustrating some of the more commonly used interventions for
young children with ASD: behavioral interventions, develop-
mental interventions, structured teaching and supports, clini-
cal therapies, and toddler treatment models. We have chosen
to focus on treatments that can be represented and understood
in video format. There are many other treatments available and
families are encouraged to speak with their professional team
members to choose the treatments that address the individual

needs of their child.

The treatments represented in the Glossary may not be appro-
priate for all children. While there are no conclusive studies
showing one approach is better than another, some approaches
have been researched more than others and many approaches
incorporate similar strategies. Parents and professionals are en-
couraged to look at all approaches and choose treatment strate-
gies that best fit the needs of the child and family. This Glossary
of treatments is not inclusive — there are plenty more treat-
ments offered. Further, we do not endorse or recommend any
treatment or program. We simply offer this Glossary of video
clips and invite you to explore the different options. Addition-
ally, we encourage you to download the 68-page PDF treat-
ment descriptions where you will see a list of the top research
references that support each of the treatments.
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